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Prostdential Onndidates.

the N. Y. Qllizen,
lrm'I:::er geleotion of the pdministration for the

pext four years is the work of praramount im-

rlance before the country. The elaments
for exploitation by political adventurers have
Jargely increased in the last fow years, and
we may ba sure that the class of noisy, un-
principled demagogues who lie in walt for
opportunities to make oapital will not over-
look them, T begin with, there is the inrge
class of negro voters in the reconstructed
States, somo hall million in number, and
controlling absolutely some of those Btates.
These voters, as & body, are precisely of the
gort that ean be reached by the most vulgar
arts, Natarally susceptible to delusions of
the Imagination, and stimulated by the
wonderful changes of the Iast gix years
to a pitch of excitement and expectation
that steps at mnothing, they are open to
any sort of imposition, and those Who bid
highest will carry the mnss of them in any
extravaganoe, few years of education
and the self-command soquired in the ex-
eroise of manhood rights will correct this;
put it is an element of present trouble, if not
of danger.

There {8 also
olass, unuttlmi
pursnits since the war, open to appeals to ap-
parent self-interest which may lie in the direc-
tion of digorder, and disposed to extravagance
of theught and of action.

The entire laboring population of the coun-
try is in an unessy condition. The weight of
taxation and the high prices of the necessaries
of life have unpsettled this class and predis-

it to excitement. Then, again, among
men of ardent moral convictions, but nubal-
anced in judgment—enthusiasts by constitn-
tion—there is a readiness for exireme mea-
sures, for hazardous ex'parimems, in even a
greater degres than usual. Harnest reformers,
gesing the wonderful results of the past years,
have become giddy, and say, ‘“‘Now is the time
to make over the world in conformity to the
requirements of divine justios; now is the time
10 extirpate wrong and tousher in the glorious
reign of truth and love;” while all the time
the work of individual regeneration, that lies
at the foundation of wmational progress, is
neglacted or ovarlooked.

'hese are the ciroumstances and elements,
pr some of them, that predispose to violent
political excitements, and that offer opportu-
nities and indocements for demagogical ap-
peals, But, in opposition to these, all the
necessities of society North and South plead
for wise and peaceful measures, and urge the
allaying of excitement and passion. At the
North, industry must become settled and the
relations of society be readjusted. Local
affairs must receive atlention, and local ad-
ministration be purified, and burdens of local
taxation be lightened. In the South, there
are four millions of blacks, suddenly raised to
citizenship, but destitate of all the qualifica-
tions requirements for their new sitoa-

all through the North, a large
as yot in their purposes and

]mliny, and-thete ight "“m. ‘?“g,htl:,:: not | they porcelve a remedy for the evil. They

tainted

kindness, and has borne testimony to the
uprightoebe of his character and the purity of
hig intention, while differing from hlmﬂi’:
Jemoorats and Conserva
by connection with the national bank
nuisanca,
Then there is Governor Andrew, who is a
ible candidate om the Republican side.
{is nomination would be a rebuke to the
Bumuner-Wade party, and in the ovent of a
machine nomination by the Démodrats, would
draw tho sup[r:rt of alarge body
oratio votes, nator Fepsanden {8 one of the
ablest and most incorrnptible and wisest men
in the Republioan party. He has been abnsed
by Wendell Philli
tificate of politioal sanity. The Constitutional
anendment—a moderate nud gonerons scheme
of reconstruotion—was his work, and is evi-
dence of his statesmanlike qualities, His ad-
ministration of the Troasury gave o&oﬂnnlt
for oriticism by some; but in the Senate h
course in relation to malters of finance and
revenne has always been sound, and he has
been the acknowledged leader in all important
measutes of finaneial and politieal policy, and
the groatest errora of the party have been on

pant radicalism.

Senator Morgan will also loom up ag the
time of the Convention approaches. He has
shown great political and fivancial judgment,
both ag (iovernor and Senstor. He endeavored

| to keep his party with Mr. Johngon long after

almost everybody else had given it nﬁ. and

though finally obliged to fall in with the

aggressive polioy of Congress, is constitution-

ally wise and prudent. At the same time he

has been inflexibly true to the principles and
licy advocated by the most sensible men of
is party.

But the set of publio opinion is undoubtedly
in favor of Grant. If the Republican managers
have the sense to nominate Grant, with Fea-
senden, or Morgan, or Andrew as Vice-Presi-
dent, we prodiet that the Demoorats will fall
in line,

up
llLa those we have named as prominent for
the Republican nominoation, and with some
Southern man like Orr or Brown, or both of
them, the ‘‘mew party" wounld be fairly
launchied, The bitter radicals and the malig-
nant Copperheads would be driven into a
natupal alllance with one another, and with
guch fossils as Perry at the Soulh in oppo-
sition, but without sufficient power to seri-
ously disturb the progress of restoration and
pacification,

The current of events and of opinions during
the coming four or five months, wo predict,
will leave {lma for the political conventions to
do but to register the edicts of the pepular
will, nomistakably promulgated long in ad-
vance of their assembling. Another week wa
shall discuss the programmes under conside-
ration among the machine Democraey, though

caps in Presidentinl schemings. The wisest

Republicans gucceed in nominating Graunt,

to elect the ticket.

tion except that of an instinctive devotion to
the Union—suflicient for great crises like that
through which we have just passed, but not
good for everyday use,

In the same section there is nearly or quite
the same mumber of whites, rhaps more
difficult to deal with, because, while equally
illiterate with the blacks, they are animated
by the inveterate prejudices against the new
order of things that belong to ignorant dislike.
Then there is the class who

education of the South—numbering thres or |
four millions more, also prejudiced, natu-
rally discontented, and unsettled. This is the
olass aoctive in t’lm Rebellion, but towards
whom both merey and polioy dictate a course
caloulated to soothe and to interest in the ex-
periment of fres society.

These bare allusions to the elements of poli-
tical disturbance and possible convulsion, |
and to the cirenmstances which render mode- |
ration desirable, are suffivient to enforcs the
necessity of prudence and forethought in the
gelection of a new Administration.

Buppose a man econstitutionally an agitator—
narrow and hndnrwunnblﬁ and Dbigoted—say
like Wade, of Ohio, to be put in nomination
by the Republicans. His nomination would
be the signal for arallying of all the wild, dis- |
orderly, and fanatical elements in the commu-
nity. Does man of reflection imagine
Ahat the election of such a man would not be |

4t the expense of the best interests of the

oour, try ! It would mean the indefinite con-

tingan @ of the exoitement and restlessness

that noy * Pervade the bady politip—the intensi-

fying of _pol.il.ical and seotional animositiss,

'&.‘fﬂ and his achool of Republicans having

declared in fy VOr of the division of the estates

of the laty glay, “holders, a5 a bid for the negro |
vote, now, we , "¢ from & recent speech at
Lawrence, go furty, *" Wd say:—

“Congr wh B8 duneé 5o muoh for th
Blave cnmt ql.’m;tll;- _"egard the terrible {Iis?
tinctlon which exists be “Ween the Inborer and

¢ employer, Properly ), ' BOL firly divided,
and a more equal divlsio, ' OUSt BO wroaghs
obi. If your doll heads, D8 sald, “oan'y
understand this, the women ¥, nond can-
wvaasers upon the eve of an eleat, 0 Will have to
tell the Inborers what thoy will 9 foy them,
Men shonld not be compelled t = l&8bor Jntil
life is worn out and belng Is & ocur ® Dor gan
1hls nlways be the case hore, where ' Y6ry may
15 & eapl t 1o & cortaln extent. w'hese jn.
egualities are not feligas they are lu tho Kagg,
Fyery man, then, who wad subjeot ton oapital-
ist, ought to leave him, and ’u! two Nours
nearer sandown forthwith, He(Wade) pledged
bhimsell to advecate boldly and perslatontly
the natural rights of umn{ and prodioled tuo

111

oat 1m t commercial resulis from Lhe
&mpuunn of the Pacific Hoad.”

The mpon adds “he was frequently aY'
lauded,’” and that “Train gna Covede made
gery speeches,"

poscs WIl.lt; st::}d hh; nﬁoiam and
Sympa TH nowW openly or the sapport
of &e laboring element in the North, in a
gtyle that oan hardly be paralleled in modern
political bistory. *“A more squal digtribntion
of property’’ is the induvement held ont,
Buog demagogues will be rebuked by the very
men they appeal to, but the facts illustrate the
statements just wmade. Batler is another of
the Wade atrips of hold, unpri:w.iglml demun-
gogues, o eager to ride that he don't care on
what hobby, 80 he is mounted. Then thera
are weak, good-natured, universal (avorites,
who are u{m;glm for the nomination, whoss
BLOCESS We wWere -gtmt to say would bs worse
for the ocountry than that of the bold, bud
demagogues—ior bad men will do through a
weak tool what they shrink from doing openly,
We won't wound their feelings by calling
pames, beoause we don't think their chances

ood.
’ Chief Justice Chase has an active party.
The Chief Justice has too much diguily to
appeal to the low and disorderly elements of

ave herstofore ]

| age

to see consummated.

From_ Pcnc- to War.
From the Tyibune,

If this country is again to be plunged into a
lived on the proceeds of slave labor—in which | maelstrom of political passion—if we are to go
class is to be found nearly the whole of the | y,40) o strife and confiscation rather than for-
ward to peace and prosperity, the people will
not forget the good so nearly achieved, nor
éxcuse those by whoge madness the cup has
| been dashed from their lips. The Military
Reconstruetion bill was passed in defiance of

the President’s best efforts and those of the
Democratic majority in Congress. The latter
combined with the Stevens win
publicans to defeat the far milder measure
prnéaoaed by Senator Sherman, and thus man-

to render the measure actually passed
much harsher towards the Rebels thau it

| otherwise wonld have been. Being passed, the

President vetoed it in o message of remarkable
asperity, even for him, but which exists to
prove that he thoroughly'cnm rehended and
proclaimed that the power of the Military
Commanders in the five Military Districts was
made virtnally absolute.
flict the penalty of death without the Presi-
dent's approval ; beyond that, their authority
was bounded by no other limits than those of
thuir several districts. Within those limits
cach was temporarily an autoorat, without
qualification or rivalry.

Three months of this rale

has glorious
vindicated itself. glorionsly

Thée South was never before

£0 quiet, go free from violence and oppression, |

Murders and murderons assaults are almost
unknown. Blacks have at length rights which
_wh{tas can only assail at their own grave and
imminent peril, No one is molested in person
or property by the ruling power. In spite of
fnmine and a vory geveral gf:ﬂuiemsy of teams
and fmplements, the people are generally at
work, and are steadily improving their condi-
tion. The sufferings are fewer to-day than
they were whan the act was passed, and the
will by #till fewer two months hence, No une‘z
pro, ety s confiscated, and the last prisoner
on gee, M0t Of the Rebellion is out of jail. The
voters are being rapidly registered, and every-
thing is Leing Wade ready for elections in all
the Itebe) States Mt & very early day. In short
while there are fewe.” OUutrages reported in 311
& ten Btates under military rule than in
Shnessce alone, they are all moving rapidly
Prosperously towards speedy reconstruc-
tion and self-government. The impeachmant
project is virtually abandoned, the President
more kindly rogarded, and the bilterness of
hate engende by onr terrible confliot fast
gl::ng WAY 108 more genorous and fraternal
spirit.
Buch are the auspices wun
President sees fit to clmllongadgon::g:? :::3
the prl“ to anew trial of strength. For-
getting or ignoring his terrible lesson of last
yeéar, ho says, In effoct—"1 will sircamvent
and nullify the act of Congress which my veto
did not suffice to defeat.” And g0 we are
Junged into a new struggle, whereof the sud
clearly foreseen, but (he progress cannot
fail to prove disastrous,
President Johnson 18 tﬂl\ﬁns directly into
thie hands of Messrs, Butler, Stevens, Ashley,
etc., whom o soeums to dl:f;utf AR I o
nly have no partiali Eim. oM A0
for them what tluyoolildm beﬁ:wdo for
themselves, Ifthe result shall be his impeach-
ment and deposition, he will have mainly to
biame Lis own folly in having lent a nhiﬁ

foolety—too much self-respect to be a great
favodZB with the aversge working pouucﬂm

ear lo the worst advisers who ever mlsg
a ruler or soourged a nation.

| and the undivided ro:se
| instroment under G

=
of Demo- | #0d of restoring those frate

« which is a conclugive cer- |

poinis where he has been overbornie by a ram- |

hen, with a patriotic Cabinet mado |
from Union Demoorats and Republicans |

they are not so far advanced asthe Republi- |
of them see that if the moderate wing of the '
their true policy is to conour in this and help | toril
Whatever we may think of the merits of
this scheme intrinsioally, it will inevitalbly |
break the machinery of both parties, and will
| lead immediately to that ‘‘reconstruction of

politios’ that the Citizen has been preaching
for months, and which all prudent men desire

of the Re- |

They could not in- |

Blate should not be divided by arbitrary poli-
tical lines for the bencfit of small demagoguen.
The letter of these gentlemen indicates that

use these words:—‘For ourselves we indulge
the hope that the great soldier who commands
the enthusiastio attaghment of his own section
vt of ours, may be the
of overlﬂro ' t{a:
all our peo
uhuomp;lfioﬁ
| onght to exist mmong citizens of & common
' wunlr{." By these words we may perceive
that there i& more wisdom in the Old Do-
minion than comes to the surface in its party
stroggles. 'We may see that the men in Vir-
inin capable of really weighing the present
fnnble, and of perceiving the m way

tism of party, of un

out of it, are not numbered or namaed smong
| party leaders, have only an individuality as
part of the great popular mass, and keep to
rivate life. No man recoguized oulside of
irginia as a prominent politician could have
| seen the mischief so clearly or have desoribed
| it so well. Party leaders there are lost in
| party struggles. To them there is mnothing
else but party. But this lettor of the citizens
| of Lounisa (published in last Friday's HHerald)
| viging like an emanation from the ganard
thought of the section, shows that the popular
mind is sound and healthy.

Over the whale country it s the same as in
Virginia. Party strife is the grand evil of the
hour. Faction rules and ruins, Faction in
Congress carries a cértain law, and faction out.
side prevents its enforcement. Congressional
faction thus finds its havds strengthened, goes
further, and continued opposition only serves
to furnish it with excuses for newer and

| greater aggression and encroachment. Thus
government, law, peace, and the national wel-
fare are tossed from t‘nu!.iun to faction; and who
| shall say where they will land? It is the
Houth that suflers to-day; but if we permit this
| to go on against the Bouth, shall we not make
the precedent on which future factions will
condemn ns also! Robespierres are typical
figures in history, aud they die always on the
| guillotines that they have made part of the
aw, Mow shall we stop this war of factiens?
History tells us there is but éne way. To
throw off the tyranny of party the people

The ‘uty which attem such [ntolerance
and lﬁotr{ in Engl would sover itaell
with ridiculs and confuslon, and the peopls
would wash thelr hands clean of it In twenty-
four hours, These refinements of free Gov.
ernments are régerved for the u:ﬂ‘ormt of
the greatest Republic in the w

But there {8 o still more marked rity
of English political life; and that is the view
which a Toremost rnblin man in that country
is found to take of his duty, at times when he
discovers that his personal convictions are in
antagonism to those of the bulk of the le.
Compare, for instance, the conduot of u'::"n"’m
gident of the United Btates and that of M,
Disraeli, under nearly similar clroumstanoes.
When these two functionaries assumed the
lendership of affairs, their situation before
thelr respective countries, in relation to publio
feeling, was almost identical. My, Johnson

Lield very strongly Lo certain opinlons
were obr:{oxjoua to the REh

Mr. Disraeli was in the same ht,  Mr.
Johmson tried by various upufrnb‘! which
are too recent to need recounting, to g tha
public sentiment into conformity with his
own, Mr. Digraeli, by numerous speeches, in
which he made no wmistakes which his oppo-
pents could tum to advantage, also & to
persuade the English people out of their con-
vigtions into the adoption ef his theories. Mr.
Johnson failed, and did not see it; Mr, Disraeli
also failed, and did gee it. Both these great
officials 1abor under the reproach of baing out
of accord with the true feeling of their coun-
try, and both estranged themselves from the
hearts of their countrymen. Mr. Johnson may
pometimes think himself hardly judged, but
he has not to complain of v years of in-
cessant vituperation and attack, ag Disraeli
may. How different was the course followed
by these two men when the hour of trial came!
The glory and boast of Mr. Johnson was
that he stood firmly and unchangeably by his
principles.  Every one knows how muoch
there is to be said for this line of conduct, A
variety of phrages, which are supposed to
have a manly and imposing sonnd have been
adapted to euch occasions. We may talk of
pailing colora to the mast, of going down
with the ship, of no suarrender, of plantin
our feet npon the rock,; and use a great dea
more of fine language to the same effect. Bat

must have a nucleus for the gathering of their |

strength,.  They must rally round the person
of some great leader—some man of power,
courage, fidelity—and, combining on him, give
him the strength and confidenco to put down
the factions. By making Cincinnatus dictator
the Romans gaved the State. Later Romans
would have saved it again if they had done the
same by Cwsar before the factions had time to
; kill him. Nations must profit by such lessons.
! The only chance for the Amerivan people to
stay the ruinous war of faction is to gather
I around Grant and confide to him the strength
and the power to pacify and restore the nation.
In Virginia the people see this as the obvious
, fact. Elsewhere it is seen also, and as this
idea comes to prevall aud the |iu-opla act on it
| through the ballot-box, we shall have satisfac-
solved the great problem of our national

troubles.

Politicnl Conslstency—Presidoent John-
som and BMr. Disracll.

| From the Times.
Mr. Lowe, in his late specch upon the Re-
form question—one of the ablest of the many
| able gpeeches which have beon delivered upon
| the snbject during the present session—put
this question to the House of Commons:—
“What can have induced the conservative party
of England to enter into this ruinous compe-
| tition to abandon the most nseful and honor-
able position they held of defending the tra-
ditions of this country and its existing institu-
tions, of seauning measures eritically, and
altering them even in minor matters, to say
notking of measures of vast and unspeakable
importance? What can have made this won-
| derful change 1
The answer, supposing any leader of the
Congervative party had undertaken to make
one, would have been simple. The change
| which Mr. Lowe condemned, in language
lowing with fire and animation, but steeped
| in bitterness and gall, has no other exouse to
be offered for it than the pressure of publio
opinion and the necessities of the times.
Undoubtedly the revolution which a fow short
mionths have worked in the views and sen-
timents of the Conservative party is astonish-
ing. Noone could have anticipated it; no one
was prepared for it. Itis unexampled in the
history of English parties. Last year a bill
was brought in by the Bussell-Gladstons Goy-
| ernment reducing the suffrage in boronghs
from ten pounds to seven pounds, @
opposite party threw themselves against this
measure, because it was too radical and
sweeping, and they succeedod in obtaining a
wajority in the House, They have now
| made themselves responsible, not for a
L7 franchise, but for one without any limita-
tions of value whatever. Under their Reform
bill, any householder may vote, exoept sach
as may be unable to pay rates through poverty.
Lodg: 15 are also admitted to the sullrage., Mr.
Bright may secretly wish to go further than
this, but if ke does, he has never dared to say
80. The Tory iarty-——wu stolid, dall, fm-
movable party—the party which has always
been keeping things as they were, and has
oried out against aIP change—this is now the
party of revolution, As we have on previous
occasions pointed out, the moetastasis is ex-
clusively the achivvement of Mr, Disraeli.
He has led on hig followers this session with
desperate conrage and determination, and he
seems to have felt that it had fallen to hia lot
to deal with the great and final crists in the
history of their fortunes. We do not know
what the eflect of his singular dexterity and
audncity may be in the futurs, but it cannot
be disputed that the old and renowned Tory
party of England is dead, and that its dis-
tinguishing prineiples have perished with it,
Itfinds its rew in governing the conntry
under an altered form.
There iz, however, something of greater in-
terest and moment to us in memorable
hase of English politios, than the study of
transmutation of & famous party organi-
sation. The events to which we are referring
throw into striking relief one of the main
points of distinotion in the ma ment of
lities in England and the Uni States.
ere are many differences, and some of them
can scarcely be reckoned in our favor.

Strangely as it may sound to

ceﬂligl hat public men fn “m g:.g
grenter latitnde allowed to them free dis-
casglon of

ciplas than publis
country, my may dilu‘; \rlthmt':‘.{:-n%
party without being # a8 traitors,
and vole against measures of their sidle
without being scoused of faithlessness or in-
sipoerity. Lord Craubourne hold s high post

to a reflective man, or a reflective people, the
gquestion will reonr, whether firmuness is
always aduty or avirlnu in a public man
intrusted with the destinies of his country at
a time of great diffionlty and omergency. His
first, bhis commanding obligation, i to gnide
the people safely through the embarrass-
ments which surround them, The claims
of “firmness’’ or “consistency’’ are slight in
comyparison, and there are periods when a
statesman wounld be oriminal §f he did not
ignore and discard them altogether. Pitt

id #0; go did Mr. Gladstone, Lord Derby,
Hir Robert Peel, and a hundred others, and
they Lave thereby gained, and not forfeited,
the respect of the world. The Duke of Wel-
lington struck at the Reform bill of 1832 with
might and main, but he gave way at last
solely in deference to public ppinion, and not
in the least degree because his own opinions
underwent a change, Has any writer, of an
side, ever blamed him for ihds act? Has It
not, on the contrary, always been placed to
his credit as the crowning good serv(l;u of his
life? Charles I was consistent and true to his
opiniens. He believed that ghip money and
governing without a Parliament wera good
things, and his consistency brought him to
the goallold. George I11 was firm in hiz colo-
nial policy, and it lost England, nnder ciroum-
glances which she has graver reason to regrot
with the lnpse of every year, the noblest pos-
gession a nation ever held, and sulfered an
imbecile monarch to trifle with.

The lessons of the past—these commonest
of all lessons, and at the same time the most
unregarded—were lost npon Mr. Johnson. He
seemed it dishonor to yield, He seemed to
think that the human mind is constructed
upon the principle of the solar system, re-
volving ouly in a certain given oycls, and in-
enpable of change. He was like a knight-
errant who held himself bonnd to perform his

LﬁGEﬁFy_
FINE OLD R

Their Block of
apd russ through the various
f:u.
con
lcasom Line

cts made Tor Jois €o srtive at P e il
harf,or st Bonded Warehauses, as parties muysiserd Depot,

Whis,

——
bk R 7 W
D Bmhﬁgg o? . ?

YE WHISKIES

IN THE LAND I8 NOW POSSESSED BY

HENRY S. HANNIS & CO,,
Nos, 216 and 290 SOUTH FRONT STREET, |

TERMN,
o Whlkkies, IN BO comprises wil the faverite Wrands

s of 1 -’"r‘“-“'m

REEVE L.

Carpetings, Canton Mattings, Oil Cloths,
Great Variety, Lowest Cash Prices,

ENIGHT & SON,

807 UHMESNUT ATREET,
(Belcw the Girard Fonss),

Negro Buflrage Pnnl the Democratic

From the World, i

Chemists distinguish between the two states
of matter called crystalloid and colloid. The
orystalloids tend to assume definite, sym-
metrical, crystelline forms; the colleids do
nothing of the kind, They are the jellies and
gums and gelatine of creation. These faots
analogue in the political world. There are
orystalloids in politics as there are colloids,
With all possible respect, we must be permit-
ted to say that the TVmes will never, in this
world or the next, get itself classifled among
the orystalloids. There are no principles in

accordance with which it arranges itsell. Top
might as well be bottom, or hind side might
come before, and to this colloid it would be all
the same. At one time its soft, gelatinons
nature adjusts itsell among the most pro-
nounced opponents of the radical revolution.

At another time, it has moulded itself into

rfect harmony with the revolution, its
eaders and its results. Yesterday, apart by
i eyt oday it o alb ﬁk»“?

tary despotism; i us
surrounding, embracing, and defending that
despotism, Bat a few months ago denouncing
the wholesale imposition of nﬁro suffrage by
Congress npon the country, with such vehe-
mence a8 if all the tender j of its natare
would burst and scatter to ends of the
earth in gheer revulsion; this month the yield-
ing masy has slipped and swayed, and we wake
to find the Times denouncing the Democrac
for its blind insepsate hostility to megro sul-
frage, as a party.

Now, the colloid Zimes may thaw, dissolve
alip, sway, and flow as it chooses, but it ahall
not misrepresent the relation of the Demo-
eratic party to negro suffrage,

It cannot with truth be said that the Demo-
oratio party is for or against negro suffrage.
In itg opinfon the sulject Is not lawfully &
Nutional one; and as the Democratic party is 4
national party and & law-abiding party, it has
not as a party formed or expressed any deci-
sion on the enlar%::nent of the voting fran-
chise. Democrats believe it to be a question
by law in State control, and they can no more
be deemed against negro suffrage than for it
or than thaﬁiepnbliun party can be deem
against woman suffrage—still an unmooted
yuestion in Congress,

In the last Nationnl Democratic Conven-
tion, as in the last Republican Convention,

vow, even when all groudds of reason aud all
motives of prudence demonstrated lts lnex-
cusable folly, At this very time the English
statesman was boldly pursuing the opposite
course, Ile threw aside old prejudioes and
traditions. He marched step by step with the
opinions of the age. e shifted his position
fiom day to day, almost from honr to hour,
“#Nobody can tell what the effect of this bill
will be,” complained Mr. Lowe: “how can we
when it is changed from day to day ' The
House heard the reproach in sllence and indif-
feremce. 1If the conservatives ohose, with
their eyes open, to go over to the glde of the
vountry, #0 much the better for the conntry
and the conservitives too. Buch is the judg-
ment of Kngland upon the recent changes.
We do not mean to #ay or imply, that a
man should always go over to the side of the
majority, But, as we have aid, it is & matter
of gacred duty under mapy circumnalances,
that he should be receptive of the opinions of
others rather tham over tenacions of his own,
It was so, we think, in Mr. Johnson's ease.
The country was to be studied Lefors the in-
dividual—the public safety is of greater con-
sequence than the uniformity of the “record"’
of any one man fn the oommmunity, Above
all, when the nation is beset with diffieulties
which bafle all human caloulation, which
defy even analysis, which in their very nature
are ineapable of being fllaminated by the
experience of the past, and which divide men
of thonght into innumerable seotions—at such
an epoch, fraught always with possible peril,
sometimes with fmmingnt and quick disaster,
it is the duty of a ruler to hear other
volees bosides his own, to doubt himself, to
suspect the acouracy of his favorite conclu-
slons. Mr. Lincoln was once opposed to the
forced abolition ef slavery; but he, with his
accustomed simple wisdom, acted eventually
upon the advice of others. By no power,
except the power of a strong hallucination
can & man know that he is always right and
others always wrong. There is no supecna-
tural prescience to Eupim this feeling. The
light which seems to guide him may shine
only to mislead. He may be honest; he may
be congoientions; he may have all the virtues;

and yét he may ruin his country. And this
truth is an applied ipla in ligh poli-
more frequently than It s here, It

aceounts for the difference in the polioy of Mr,
Disraeli and that of Mr. Johnson, Publio life
nl:n never be lxmu?' tto lta‘ highest state until
the propriety, necesslty—nay, more, the
i:npeul.ﬂe moral obligation—of suffering the
mind to grapple with new probloms as they
arise, uns ed l&m former &mw
or prejudices, o o pew a8, and to
move with the movements of the age, are
fully recognized. Had Mr. Johnson asoted
upon this truth, e would have lost nothing in
the estimation of the world, and gained mugh
in the estimation of his countrymen,

neither nt-ﬁ:-o suffrage nor woman suiirase
was @ plank in the party platform, It is,
indeod, i mark of the monstrons change which
bas Leen effected in the political situation,

Las now become g0 prominent. It fa & mark,
woreover, of the utter unconstitutionalizing
of the Republican party, that this question,
which but two or three years ago was not
drearoed of by either of tie two politi-
oal parties as one which could possibly eome
within the sphere either of naiipnal, or of
national party, sction, has now become both
a party tenet to which the colloid Zimes has
at Ilnst moulded itself into conformity, and
nlzo a matter which the y has agreed to
withdraw unconstitutionally from the State
control, where it now lawfully and legiti-
mately resides, and to subject to Federa:
authority.

The columns of the Zimes, in past days,
are full of able and conclusive arguments
against this unconstitutionalizing prooess
which it now sulimits to, and consents to, and
a{:phuds. The Weorld recognizes quits as
clearly ag the Tumes rec zed, the faots and
the logic of facts, And with the whole Demo-
oratic party it submits to them because it is
powarless to prevent them. It does notcon-
sent to them. It seorns to defend, apologize
for ,or applaud them. Least of all does it
surrender the stronghold becsuse ita outposts
have been eaptured.

The World and the Democratfe party have
held but one opinion re ing megro suflrage,
That opinion is neither for negro suffrage nor
against negro suffrage as a party,” for the
ple reason that in their view negro suffrage
cannot lawfully become a mnatiomal, or a
national party question. They are opposed
steadfastly to the imposition of negre suilrage
upon any Southern or any Northern Stute by
Yedoral legislation m;lurowur. For i any-
{hing in the conatitutional law and history of

that a question which no man broashed then .
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denial of the suffrage to the negroes of the
United Btates by lﬁcdanl legisiation. The
denial of the suffiage to the blacks would be
not one whit more repulsive to the World than
is ite foroible im on'npon them by Federal
gwer. Its hostility is {he same in either case,

canse the reason for that hostility is in
either case the same. To confer the suffrage
franchice or to deny it, is equally a lawless
violation of the right of all the States, ench for
itself, to distribute the franchise as its people
elect to do. New York repels the rﬁto!
Delaware to say, or have avoioein saying,
how she shall apportion this trust, and C:IT-
fornia, with her Chinamen, repels
of Florida, with or without her negroes,

If the Zimes and other Republican journals,
therefore, bave not determined entirely to
egchew fairness and candor in political contro«

control

versy, will hereafter take pains to repre-
gent the Demooratic party as op to the
! devial of pegro s e by Federal law no less

than to its imposition by Federal law,

As we have already said, the Woerld and the
Democratio party recognize faots and the logio
| of facts with quite as clear an intelligence as
| their opponents, They do not need to be told

whither events are tending. They see. They
do not need the 7¥mes to inform them that the

Rebellion and the consequences of the Rebellion

(amoig Wwhich, p«rha%m, the most direful is

the uncopstitutionalizing of & great political

party, and its transformation from the odions
nl):rm of afmuonnl partyto the still more odious
| Bhape of a revolutiona have pu

ballots into the hands olf.yalwltp adult mnlap .
! negroes of the South, which meither Federal

power nor State power will hereafter be able

to withdraw from their hands, even were it
| desirable.

' This enormous change in our political
dynamics nullifies any previous decision in
any Northern State regarding negro snffrage,
wade, as all such decisions must have been
made, before this monstrous change had taken

' place, in a state of facts whivh has now ceased
to exist., The conclusions of the New York

| Constitutional Convention of 1844, conferring

: mpon our negro cniiens snffrage with a pro-
perty limitation, can hav aud ghould have no
control over the Constitutiong! Convention of
1867. All things are changed; sud political
wisdom then is no more ?lfmly to be wisdom
now than an agriculture suited to the ecar-
boniferous florn wounld be likely to produce

' great crops from the existing vegetable world,

|~ We express the wishes of every enlightened
Democrat, therefore, when we say that it is
the duty of the Constitutional Convention

i mow in session at Albany, to submit to the

! people of this Btate (not to the Republican
mJliority in Congress), to be voted upon, this
maite,” ©f the extension of the voting fran-
chise, 'Ly are the competent and lawfal
udges whethe:” or not, and how much or how
nﬁu the franchise shall be extended; and our

political circumstances have so changed sinoe

the matter was last suhmittecfi tt; ;-::?ir b?l:ig'
sion, that there is great proprie te

now’ again submitted toitheir revision. In-

deed, it is a ;uestion of 50 much imporunocl

that the will 0" the people of the State ongh

not to be prejudived or imperilled by w‘ﬂ'

sible fallure of the Convention to make a Con-

stitution suited to Sheir wants, Even If the
new Constitution were 10 be rejected by the
people, their free consida. ration and un

eeision of the question of 1.he extension of the
voting franchise ought to )be insured by its

separate sn X
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our ernment is established and olear, it is
that each BState hag supreme control of the
distribution of the elective franchiss among its
We should modk the intelli-

own citizens,

ence of our readers to eite those olauses in
tslm Constitution, those i in the de-
clsions of our h hest court, and those facts in

the history of the conutry, which prove that
the present position of the Demooratio
bas always been the position of all inte t
wen of all poltifoal parties until the bLli-
can party entéred npon its uneonstitutional-
izing nﬁmm
Quite superfiuons and unnecessary is It now
deemed by that party to make changes in the
mordh;gtothemodﬂhnhpn—
hes no longer sl over-
riding the Copstitution by ﬂy wajorities
through Federsl lagislation, this the De-
mooratio party bas never consented to do and
never will consent to do, The Demgoratio

Fortune to be wade ln every Btate. Call sod ses
one of them,
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